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How to use this referral guide for Early Years settings/providers:

Appendix 1: Speech, Language, Communication development checklist
Appendix 2: Wellcomm / Big Book of Ideas Record Sheet

Appendix 3: Speech Sound screen

Appendix 4: Referral form for Under 5s


Key points to consider for all referrals:

· If you are unsure whether your child meets the referral criteria, you can phone the department on 0151 514 2334 and book a telephone advice appointment with a speech therapist.

· A referral to audiology would be recommended when there are concerns around speech, language or communication development. Settings can advise parent/carers to request a referral via their GP or Health Visitor.

· Signpost family to the local Children Centre groups to support language development.

· Early Years practitioners to access free training run by the speech therapy service. 

Under 5 Referral Guide, Table A and B

	A. Concerns around speech sounds
First steps to take if you have concerns about a child’s speech sounds:
1. Complete speech sound screen from the referral pack (appendix C) 
2. After completing the speech sound screen, refer to the developmental checklist (appendix A). Go to the child’s age and consider whether they fall into the green, yellow or blue category.
3. Then return to this table and follow the guidance in the relevant section below.


	Child scores green on SLT development checklist for their age range


	· Do not refer, speech sound skills are within normal limits.


	Child scores yellow on SLT development checklist for their age range
	· Setting to complete sound listening programme with child over a half term. 
· Key worker/s to attend Sound Listening training run by the SALT service. This training covers the sound listening programme but also general advice and strategies to support speech sound development.
· Audiology referral strongly recommended. 
· Monitor and repeat speech sound screen (appendix C) after three months following completion of the sound listening programme intervention. 
1. If the child is still sitting within the amber column for their current age when re-screened, continue with interventions and re-screen referring back to the developmental checklist each half term (appendix A). 
2. If the child moves into the blue column for their current age when re-screened, refer to SALT including copies of the speech sound screens completed.


	Child scores blue on SLT developmental checklist for their age range
	· Setting to complete sound listening programme with child over a half term. 

· Key worker/s to attend Sound Listening training run by the SALT service. This training covers the sound listening programme but also general advice and strategies to support speech sound development.

· Audiology referral strongly recommended.

· Refer to SALT, including copies of the speech sound screens completed.



	B. Concerns around language (understanding and/or expressive language) and/or social communication skills 
First steps to take if you have concerns about a child’s language or social communication skills:

1. Refer to the developmental checklist (appendix A). Go to the child’s age and consider whether they fall into the green, yellow or blue category.

2. Then return to this table and follow the guidance in the relevant section below.


	Child scores green on development checklist for their age range

	· Do not refer, language skills are within normal limits.

	Child scores yellow on SLT development checklist for their age range
	· Carry out full Wellcomm screen and support parent/carer and setting to carry out Big Book of Ideas activities to develop speech, language and communication skills. 

· Frequent intervention activities from the Big Book of Ideas should be offered (at least three times a week) and strategies should be encouraged during everyday interactions. Progress sheets should be completed monthly (appendix B) as these will be needed to be included in any future SALT referrals.
· Setting staff to attend the Early Years Supporting Language and Communication Development training session run by the SALT service.

· Monitor and re-screen using the Wellcomm after six months of intervention. 
1. If the child is still sitting within the amber column for their current age when re-screened, continue with interventions and re-screen referring back to the developmental checklist each term (appendix A). 
2. If the child moves into the blue column for their current age when re-screened, refer to SALT including pre- and post- wellcomm screening sheets and intervention progress sheets (appendix B).


	Child scores blue on SLT developmental checklist for their age range
	· Carry out full Wellcomm screen and support parent/carer and setting to carry out Big Book of Ideas activities to develop speech, language and communication skills. 

· Frequent intervention activities from the Big Book of Ideas should be offered (at least three times a week) and strategies should be encouraged during everyday interactions. 
· Setting staff to attend the Early Years Supporting Language and Communication Development training session run by the SALT service.
· Audiology referral strongly recommended.
· Refer to SALT


	*Exception for the 0-19 team referring children with a Primary Social Communication difficulty requiring a Paediatrician ASD referral. Please mark this clearly on the referral form. Wellcomm screen is still required and advice to setting to provide Big Book of Ideas intervention.


Email: wchc.childrenssaltteam@nhs.net
Telephone: 0151 514 2334


Appendix A – Speech, Language and Communication Development Checklist

BY 18 MONTHS

	
	Expected Development
	Tick
	Provide intervention and monitor
Refer to Table A and/or B above.

	Tick
	Referral required
Refer to table A and B above.
	Tick

	What the Child understands
	Understands a range of simple words (points to things when asked, like familiar people and objects such as ‘book’ and ‘car’).
Understands some simple instructions like ‘kiss mummy’ ‘give me … ’, ‘put your shoe on’
Understands everyday routines. 

Understands more words and phrases than they say.

Responds to own name.

Beginning to maintain interest in self chosen activity, but needs adult support to do this. 


	
	Does not understand simple everyday vocabulary e.g. ‘where’s the cup?’

Does not indicate a choice when shown two options e.g. ‘Do you want milk or water?’

Does not look in the appropriate place when asked a simple question i.e. ‘where is daddy?’


	
	Does not respond to name or look around to see where sounds are coming from.  

No apparent understanding of familiar, single words e.g. “put your coat on”, “let’s get a book” etc. 

	

	What the Child uses
	Use at least 20 simple words e.g. ‘cup’ ‘daddy’ and ‘dog’ (not always clearly). 
Is using a combination of words, babble and gesture. Words may only be recognisable to familiar adults e.g. “doo” for ‘juice’; “bu” for ‘bubbles’. 

Babble contains a variety of sounds and is ‘tuneful’ - both consonants and vowels. 

Comments by gesturing or pointing at things of interest or to show what they want.
	
	Has very small vocabulary (under 20 words).

Communicates by grunting, nodding, pointing.

Looks at speaker with interest when they speak but makes no attempt to imitate words or sounds.
	
	No words or babble. 

Has not started to babble to communicate by 12-15 months.

Child is not saying their first words by 18 months.
Total loss of words previously used by child. 


	

	Social Communication
	Gesture or point, often with words or sounds to show what they want.

Looks  when the adult points at an object that they can both see. 
 Is beginning to relate objects appropriately e.g. putting a spoon in a cup. 

Initiates communication with adults e.g. showing adult their empty cup. 

Plays alone but alongside other children.

Protests by vocalising ‘no’.

Enjoys games like peek-a-boo and toys that make a lot of noise.

Copies lot of things that adults say (not always clear) and gestures they make.

Start to enjoy pretend play e.g. pretending to talk on the telephone. 

	
	Fleeting attention/concentration. 


	
	Had social skills but appear to have regressed or stopped being used.

No pointing or response to others pointing. 

No interest in simple cause/effect play e.g. pop up toys. 

Limited interest in interacting with familiar adults. 

Little attempt to initiate and respond to communication. 

Does not give eye contact.

Lots of self-stimulatory behaviours and noises with no communicative intent, e.g. hand flapping, humming, rocking. 

Unusual play, e.g. mouthing objects, lining up objects in a rigid and repetitive way, flapping objects, throwing all toys. 


	

	Speech Sounds


	Consonants include ‘p’, ‘b’, ‘d’, ‘h’, ‘w’, ‘m’, ‘t’ – e.g. ‘mama’ ‘ta’ ‘bye bye’.

May only be understood by parent/carer.
	
	Limited use of expected consonant sounds.
	
	Babble only contains a limited range of sounds e.g. vowel sounds only, no consonants.
	


BY 24 MONTHS (2 YEARS)

	
	Expected Development
	Tick
	Provide intervention and monitor
Refer to Table A and/or B above.


	Tick
	Referral required

Refer to table A and B above.
	Tick

	What the Child understands
	Understands a range of words (between 200 and 500 words)
-objects

-actions

-descriptions e.g. hot/wet, etc.

 Answers “where” questions, such as “Where’s the ball?” by pointing to the pictured item in a book.
 Answers “What’s this?” questions about familiar objects or pictures such as cookie or baby.
 Answers “yes/no” questions, possibly with a head nod or shake.
Understands more simple instructions e.g. ‘Get Mummy’s shoes’, ‘Get your bricks’, ‘Tell Dad tea’s ready’
Points to simple body parts on request.

Can concentrate for short periods of time on a range of activities of choice with adult support e.g. looking at a book together. 


	
	Only responds to instructions that are part of a familiar routine and said in context.

Shows little understanding of the name of familiar objects, actions and instructions e.g. Where’s the car? 

Slow to follow simple instructions.

Has no or limited knowledge of nursery or action rhymes. 

Fleeting attention/concentration. 

Does not follow simple spatial directions, such as in and on.

	
	Cannot carry out simple instructions with two key words e.g. Show me the dog’s nose/
Give the cup to Mummy even with gestural cues.
Understands less than 10 everyday objects/familiar words.

Does not respond to their name.


	

	What the child uses
	Uses 50+ single words. 

Starting to join two words together e.g. ‘sit granny’/’jump there’.

Learning new words through copying.

Continues to use a lot of jargon or nonsense speech e.g. linked babbling.

Starts to use simple question forms, beginning with “What’s that?”
	
	Only 20-50 single words.

Using nonsense words alongside real words. 
Not copying words or phrases. 

Not yet linking words together.


	
	Very few recognisable single words (less than 20).

Uses nonsense words only.

Repeats words over and over.

Does not use meaningful gestures.


	

	Social Communication
	Sometimes moves away if an adult joins in their play but shows interest in interacting with familiar adults. 

Enjoys repetitive actions e.g. putting objects in/out of bags or boxes.

Pretend play skills developing e.g. acting out simple activities such as washing doll.

Repeats actions that made someone laugh.

Makes requests by pointing. 

Demonstrates simple turn taking in activities e.g. rolling a ball back & forth.
Responds appropriately to tones of voice e.g. anger.
Focuses on an activity of their own choice but finds it difficult to be directed by an adult


	
	Does not engage in simple pretend play.

Does not play alongside other children.

Little or no eye contact.

Difficulty taking turns with adults or peers.

Appears to be 'in own world'.

Not able to concentrate for short periods of time.
	
	Doesn’t look when the adult points at an object that they can both see.

Not relating objects to doll or teddy e.g. hair brush for dolls hair.
Always moves away if an adult joins in their play and has limited interest in interacting with familiar adults. 
Fixed in own set of routines/behaviour 
Unusually distressed if there are changes to routine.

Fleeting attention e.g. moves quickly between activities without exploring the toys. 


	

	Speech Sounds


	Is understood by family members around 50% of the time. 

Often miss ends off words at this stage. 

Expected sounds: ‘p’, ‘b’, ‘m’, ‘n’, ‘t’, ‘d’, ‘w’. 

Emerging consonants: ‘n’, ‘k’, ‘g’. 
The child uses intonation, pitch and changing volume when ‘talking’.


	
	Is understood by main carer around 50% of the time but other family members often cannot understand. 

	
	Few/no words understood by parents/carers.

Not using the sounds: ‘b’, ‘m’, ‘d’, ‘n’.
Only uses vowel sounds. 

May be babbling but not using any words that are recognisable to familiar adults. 

Total loss of words previously used by child.


	


BY 30 MONTHS (2;6 YEARS)

	
	Expected Development
	Tick
	Provide intervention and monitor
Refer to Table A and/or B above.


	Tick
	Referral required

Refer to table A and B above.
	Tick

	What the Child understands
	Understands phrases such as e.g. ‘put the doll on the chair’, ‘put teddy in the box’, ‘Get your bag and book’
Recognises actions in pictures.

Understands simple who, what and where questions but not why
	
	Starting to follow instructions with two key words e.g. ‘give the brush to mummy’.
No interest in books or stories.
Flits from activity to activity.

Child is slow to respond to language but is better when shown what to do.


	
	Cannot carry out any instructions with two key words e.g. ‘give the brush to mummy’.

Doesn’t understand verbs/action words e.g. jump, run, clap.

Poor situational understanding within familiar routine e.g. shoes at the door ready = ready to go to shops.

Fleeting attention e.g. moves quickly between activities without exploring the toys. 
	

	What the child uses
	Uses up to 300 words including descriptive language, time , space and function.
Able to use a wide range of words including  action and describing words.

Linking more than two words together in a sentence.

	
	Vocabulary is increasing and child is starting to link more than two words together

Varied speaking profile e.g. talks at home but not in other settings.


	
	Few or no words spoken (i.e. 50 words or fewer), although other skills may be good (e.g. attention and play.
Only uses memorised phrases rather than spontaneous speech.

Only ‘echoes’ other’s speech.

Not beginning to link two words together.

Total loss of words previously used by child.
	

	Social Communication
	Plays with a wide range of toys/activities.

Able to use object symbolically e.g. banana becoming a phone.

Holds a conversation but jumps from topic to topic.

Is interested in others play and will join in.
Concentrates on activities for several minutes.

Likes routines but can be flexible if things change.
	
	Unable to introduce or maintain topic of conversation.
Struggles to express emotions and may appear

aggressive to other children.

Struggles to listen to conversation partner/take

turns in conversation – appears to dominate conversation.
Reluctant to let others join in their play.
	
	Doesn’t play with toys in a typical way e.g. lining up cars or spinning wheels repetitively instead of making them ‘drive’.

Little or no pretend play.

Doesn’t respond when adult joins in their play. 

Doesn’t show any interest in other children e.g. watching them play. 

Becomes distressed if routine changes.

Not acting out simple daily routines with doll or teddy.

Not relating to miniature toys or using objects symbolically.
Repetitive play / not extending sequences of play.


	

	Speech Sounds


	Speech is less intelligible to those outside close family. 

Words are still simplified e.g.

-Final sound omitted (dog – ‘do’)

-Syllables left out in longer words (potato – ‘tato’)

-Cluster reduction (spoon - boon’)
Sometimes stammers e.g. repeats words/phrases “I, I, I” etc. but child is not worried by this. 


	
	Occasionally stammering.

Only understood by main carer 50% of the time.


	
	Parent or close family understand child’s speech less than 50% of the time.

Limited use of early consonant sounds only.

Sounds very nasal – use of m/n/uh more than other sounds. 

Not using: ‘m’, ‘ n’,  ‘p’,  ‘b’, ‘t’, ‘d’, ‘w’,  ‘h’
Often stammers/stutters and is aware/anxious. Parent is concerned about it or there is a family history of stammering

	


BY 36 MONTHS (3 YEARS)

	
	Expected Development
	Tick
	Provide intervention and monitor
Refer to Table A and/or B above.


	Tick
	Referral required

Refer to table A and B above.
	Tick

	What the Child understands
	Understands longer instructions such as ‘make teddy jump/where’s mummy’s bag?’  and lots of instructions containing at least 2 key words.
Developing an understanding of simple concepts including in/on/under and big/little.

Understands simple ‘who’ and,

‘what’ and ‘where’ questions but not 'why'.

Recognises actions in pictures.

Can select objects by function e.g. ‘which one do we write with?’

Listens, understands and remembers simple stories when supported with pictures.


	
	Not consistently following instructions containing two key words and not beginning to follow simple three key word instructions (including verbs/negatives)
Is slow to respond to language but is better when shown what to do.

No interest in books or stories

Unable to introduce or

maintain topic of conversation

Struggles to listen to

conversation partner/take

turns in conversation - appears

to dominate conversation


	
	Only understands simple instructions (1-2 key words) such as ‘put the cup on the table’ with contextual cues.

Does not respond to name (hearing is good).

Is easily distracted, moves quickly from activity to activity and unable to listen in a small group. 

Unable to select object based on function. 

Doesn’t understand verbs/action words e.g. jump, run, clap.
	

	What the child uses
	Puts 3-5  words together in a sentence  e.g. ‘see red shoes’ ‘big red ball’ ‘me do it’ ‘where my mummy?’, ‘I want to play with cars’
Uses action words (e.g. ‘run’ and ‘fall’) as well as nouns. 

 Beginning to use word endings e.g. ‘going’ ‘cats’. 
Can retell a simple past event. 

Asks lots of questions.
	
	Vocabulary is increasing but only linking up to two words together.

Varied speaking profile e.g. talks at home but not in other settings.

Using sentences containing only 2/3 words e.g. ‘more juice’ ‘mummy wash hands’ and has made progress over the last 3 months. 


	
	Does not use words, or only uses single words +/ learned phrases, +/ inappropriately short sentences, +/ echoed language.

Reluctance to communicate ideas/frustration.

Muddled word order in sentences.

Limited or poor vocabulary.

Communicates by pointing rather than talking.

Using simple 2 word phrases (all gone, bye Mummy etc.) but limited types of words e.g. mostly naming words, not actions or describing words. 
	

	Social Communication
	Beginning to play with other children more and share things.

Participates in in simple group activities.

Able to express emotions towards adults & peers using words not just actions.

Play will be more imaginative, acting out adult roles with toys e.g. telling them off, giving directions.

Begins to use language for fantasies, jokes, and teasing.
Makes conversational repairs when listener does not understand.
 Carries on “conversation” with self and dolls.
 
	
	Plays for long periods on own.

Struggles to express emotions and may appear aggressive to other children.

Hardly ever responds when adults join in their play.


	
	Doesn’t play with toys in a typical way e.g. lining up cars or spinning wheels repetitively instead of making them ‘drive’.

Poor eye-contact.

Does not point (following a point or pointing to show)

Only pretends familiar everyday actions. 

Limited range of play interests and repetitive play. 

Doesn’t respond when adult joins in their play. 

Doesn’t show any interest in other children e.g. watching them play. 


	

	Speech Sounds


	Most sounds are now heard.
Sounds emerging by 3 years:  ‘s’, ‘f’, ‘k’, ‘g’.
It is very common for children to have difficulty with ‘k’, ‘g’, ‘ch’, ‘j’, ‘sh’, ‘th’, ‘r’, ‘y’ at this age. 

Understood by familiar people most of the time. Often unintelligible to people unfamiliar with the child.

Words are still simplified e.g.

-Syllables left out in longer words (potato – ‘tato’)

-Cluster reduction (spoon - boon’)

	
	Occasionally stammering.

Only understood by main carer 75% of the time.

Is not yet using some consonant sounds e.g. ‘s’, ‘f’, ‘g’.

Missing off some final sounds but others emerging


	
	Parent or close family understand child’s speech less than 50% of the time.

Sounds very nasal – use of m/n/uh more than other sounds. 

Speech patterns show: 

-Missed sounds at the start of words

-Unclear Vowels 

-All final sounds missed 

-Not using sounds such as p,b,t,d,n,m 
Often stammers/stutters and is aware/anxious. Parent is concerned about it or there is a family history of stammering.
Has one favoured sound, e.g. /h/ or /d/.
	


BY 48 MONTHS (4 YEARS)

	
	Expected Development
	Tick
	Provide intervention and monitor
Refer to Table A and/or B above.


	Tick
	Referral required

Refer to table A and B above.
	Tick

	What the child understands


	Understands sentences containing 3-4 key words e.g., 'put teddy in big box', 'put big brick in teddy's bag'
Listens to longer stories and answer questions about what they have just read

Can answer simple who & what questions e.g. 'who is outside' and beginning to understand ‘why’ questions
Developing awareness of time in relation to past, present and future
Understands colour, number and time related words
	
	Follows what others do

instead of language – may

appear vague/confused

Excessive interest in colour or

number rather than in object

Gives unusual or no answers

to questions

May talk a lot about things of

interest to them but not able to

reply appropriately to adult

questions
	
	Not consistently understanding 3 key word instructions, including words such as big, little, in, on, under. 

Is not able to answer simple ‘who?’ ‘what?’ ‘where?’ questions. 

Finds it hard to follow simple stories

Always needs an adult to maintain attention in 1:1 or small group activities. 


	

	What the child uses
	Produces 5 – 8 word sentences. These may contain some typical errors e.g.: ‘I felled over’ ‘look at the sheeps’ 

Talks about own experiences and describes a sequence of event  e.g. ‘They had a bath and then went to bed’.
May continue to have problems with irregular words e.g. ‘fell’ becomes ‘falled’, ‘mice’ becomes ‘mouses’
Object words, action words and descriptive words used

May use future and past tenses
Asks many questions using words like ‘what’, ‘where’ and ‘why’


	
	Sentences are appropriate and at least 5 – 6 words long but vocabulary may be limited and grammar immature. Small words such as ‘the ‘and ‘to’ may be omitted but emerging.

Struggles to recall familiar words


	
	Finds it difficult to talk about something that they’ve done recently. 

Uses words in the wrong order in sentences. 

Talking limited to 3-4 words together, Always omitting small words (e.g. ‘and’, ‘but’) and word endings. 

Unable to maintain a meaningful conversation

Communication breaks down due to sentences being inappropriate, echoed or very repetitive 

Difficulties describing a sequence of events 
Repeats back what is said (including questions)
	

	Social Communication
	Starts to like simple jokes

Enjoys make-believe play

Usually able to join in with play of other children

Starts to be able to plan games with others

Plays with a wide range of toys/activities

Likes routines but can be flexible if things change

Can turn take appropriately in

Conversation

Can introduce and maintain a topic

of conversation

Expresses feelings appropriately
May disagree with adults or peers using words not just actions
	
	Often finds it difficult to join in play with other children
May be aggressive towards

other children

Struggles to express emotions

May talk a lot without

responding to the person he is

talking with
	
	Plays with a limited range of activities. 

Unusually distressed if there are changes to routine 

Lack of interest in playing with people (as expected for their age) 

Does not respond to name (hearing is good)

Poor eye-contact

Does not point (following a point or pointing to show)
	

	Speech Sounds


	Is understood by listener unless child is excited or using longer/more complex sentences 

May have difficulty saying longer words like ‘elephant’, ‘tomato’ and ‘banana’ 
Use of blends still developing e.g.: bl, sp, str, kl, fl

Harder sounds still developing e.g.: ch,j,sh,y,th,r, l 

Sounds f,v,s,z,sh used; not always pronounced correctly 

	
	Can occasionally be difficult for strangers to understand


	
	Not understood by most people most of the time. 

Child is not using a range of consonant sounds in words (f, k, s,d,t etc.). This does not include the harder sounds yet to develop ( v, z, ch, j, r, th and ‘str’ etc.) 

‘k’ and ‘g’ used for many other consonants e.g. ‘door’→’goor’, ‘sun’→’ gun’, ‘shoe’→’gu’

Final sounds in words are not present e.g. book→ boo 
Has a stammer / stutter

Poor control of lips/tongue for

Sounds

Distorted vowel sounds


	


	

	


BY 60 MONTHS (5 YEARS)

	
	Expected Development
	Tick
	Provide intervention and monitor
Refer to Table A and/or B above.


	Tick
	Referral required

Refer to table A and B above.
	Tick

	What the Child understands
	Can understand instructions given

to a group of children.

Able to follow simple stories without pictures.

Will understand instructions containing sequencing words such  as first/after/last and understands adjectives such as soft, hard, smooth etc.
Can give a reason when asked a 'why' question

Understands past/present/future time.


	
	Always the last child to

respond to group instructions.

Watches other children intently before acting.

Only able to follow one

element of a longer instruction.

Doesn't enjoy listening to

Stories.

	
	Unable to follow group instructions.

Unable to follow instructions with 3 key words e.g. 'put the big brick in the box'. 

Difficulty with abstract concepts of size/time/ position.
	

	What the child uses
	Able to describe a sequence of events e.g. ‘They had a bath and then went to bed’. 

Uses well formed sentences with grammar that is mostly appropriate but still some errors e.g. 'I catched it'/ breaked, runned.
Able to join phrases together to make more complex sentences, e.g. 'I am going to wear my boots because it’s raining'.
Can hold a simple conversation about something which is not immediate.

	
	Struggles to recall words.

Talking about lots of different topics in the same group of sentences.
	
	Difficulties describing a sequence of events and using joining words such as ‘and’ or ‘but’. (e.g. I went to the zoo and saw an elephant).
Unable to maintain a meaningful conversation.

Unusual word order in sentences.
Immature sentence structure e.g. missing out some words - 'me kick ball goal'.
	

	Social Communication
	Able to play co-operatively with other children & adults.
Able to greet people appropriately.

Can take part in pretend conversations.
Can start conversations with several different strategies such as asking questions, making comments using a name.
Able to plan construction and make-believe activities.
Plays with a wide range of toys/activities.

Is aware of more complex humour and enjoys simple jokes.
	
	Often finds it difficult to join in play with other children.
	
	Often talks for long periods of time about the same subject.

No or limited interaction with peers.

Often inappropriate communication in social situations.

Lack of interest in playing with people (as expected for their age).

Does not respond to name (hearing is good).

Poor eye contact.

Does not point (following a point or pointing to show).
	

	Speech Sounds


	Speech is generally intelligible.

Most sounds are present.

Some sound immaturities remain e.g. ‘th’ and ‘r’.
Intelligibility decreases when sentences are longer and more complex or when the child is excited or upset.

Clusters sounds are emerging e.g. ‘sp’ & ‘bl’.
May have difficulty with 3 consonant sounds e.g. string
May have difficulty saying longer words like ‘elephant’, ‘tomato’ and ‘banana’ but does not miss out syllables.


	
	Consonant blends are emerging but not used consistently e.g. may be able to say ‘spoon’ but not ‘slide – lide’
	
	Is unintelligible to others. 
Sounds ‘t’, ‘d’, ‘k’, ‘g’, ‘f’, ‘s’ not yet used correctly. 
Poor control of lips/tongue for sounds.

Distorted vowel sounds.

Dysfluent talking – stammering/stuttering.


	


Appendix B – Wellcomm Progress Record Sheet

(See Referral Guide Table B. To be completed and submitted with referrals for language and/or social communication concerns when a period of monitoring has been indicated).

Child’s age in months: ___________

Date of initial Wellcomm screen: ___________

Date of re-screen after period of intervention (refer to referral guide table B): _______________

	Date
	Sections of Wellcomm completed

e.g. Section 1, 6-11 months
	Total score: 0-10
	Code: Red, Amber, Green
	Big Book of Idea sections to complete/focus on over the period of intervention

	Initial screen:


	
	
	
	

	Re-screen 1:


	
	
	
	

	Re-screen 2:


	
	
	
	

	Month
	Wellcomm/Big Book of Ideas Sections focused on
	Comments/Observation
Comment on progress made

	e.g. Month 1, April 2022


	e.g. Section 2.1, 2.2, Understanding single words
	Interventions have focused on developing understanding of single words during play. Now when playing with doll and tea set is able to select items e.g. “cup” and “doll”. Not consistently understanding single words with other common early words e.g. transport which is the focus into month 2. 

	Month 1:


	
	

	Month 2:


	
	

	Month 3:


	
	

	Month 4:


	
	

	Month 5:


	
	

	Month 6:


	
	


Appendix C – Speech Sound Screen 
(See Referral Guide Table A. To be completed and submitted with referrals for speech concerns).

Appendix D – Referral Form
Concerns identified around a child’s speech, language or communication development. 


(This identification could be by a child’s setting, health visiting team during developmental reviews, children’s centre team, etc)





Refer to Referral Guide document (p2 & 3)


If you have concerns about a child’s speech sounds, refer to Table A.


If you have concerns about a child’s language or social communication skills refer to Table B.





The tables outline the first steps for you to consider as the referrer and subsequent steps needed to support you in providing timely and evidence based early intervention to support the child’s speech, language and communication development.





The tables also outline when to make a referral to SALT.











Child’s Name: _______________________


Date of Birth: ________________________













